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To the READER. 

HE following Diſcourſe was written 

chiefly for the uſe of a plain People ; 
it was therefore neceſſary to adapt the Phra- 
ſeology of it to the comprehenſion of ſuch. 
If it tends in any wiſe to inſtru& the Igno- 
rant, or confirm the Wavering ; to eſtabliſh 
and ſettle them in the Truth, leſt they ſhould 
be toſſed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of Doctrine; or, if it exhibits 

the Wolf in his proper colouts, ſo that the 

Flock may be timely apprized of their Dan- 
ger; it will anſwer the End which the 
Author had in view, and will be a ſufficient 
Apology for his making it public. 

That he does not point at Miniſters of any , 
particular Church, Se&, or Party, will be 
evidently clear to every diſcerning and unpte- 

| Judiced Reader. He only endeavours to dra 
his portrait of a falſe Prophet from the ori- 
ginal delineation given in the Scriptures of 
Truth : If the reader thinks that the cap fits 7 
him, he is at liberty to wear it. Perhaps, if 
he lets his conſcience ſpeak, it will declare, 
% Thou art the Man.“ | 
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MATTHEW vii. 15, 16. 


BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS, WHICH COME TO Fe 
YOU IN SHEEP'S CLOTHING, BUT INWARDLY os 
THEY ARE RAVENING WOLVES. YE SHALL | 
KNOW THEM BY THEIR PRUITS. 


1. HE Creator of the Univerſe being incompre- 
henſible, even by the higheſt Arch-Angel; and 
his Will alſo being known only ſo far as he himſelf is 
pleaſed to impart it; he hath graciouſly condeſcended to 
reveal the knowledge of Himſelf in part, and alſo the 5h 
knowledge of his Will, not only to thoſe mini/ring Spirits 2 
who wait on him continually to execute his commands; | 8 
but alſo to many of the children of men, in every agk, 
whom he employs as Inſtruments of conveying it to others. 
And he cauſed his Will to be promulged by the mouth of 
thoſe men, whom he employ ed on this occaſion; and alſo 
to be written for the learning and inſtruction of all who 
ſhould follow after in every ſucceeding age. 
2. Theſe men ſometimes are ſtyled PRor HES, ſometimes 
AeosTLEs, ſometimes Tzacusrs, ſometimes Aus As- 
SADORs for CHRIST, ſometimes MinisTERs of CunisT, * 
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and STewarDs of the Myſterſes d Gob. There is 2 


two-fold fignification, in which the term Prorner is 
taken in Holy Scripture. Fi, this title is given to one, 


who, being enlightened by him who knoweth all Things 
paſt, preſent, and to come; is enabled to foretel future 
events, or what ſhall happen to particular Perſons, Fami- 
lies, Nations, or Kingdoms in ſucceeding times. Sccondh, 
it is given to one, who ſpeaks in the Name of God, who 
teaches, expounds, or interprets the Word of God to 
others; in which ſeiſſe it is moſt cbmmonby uſed in the 
New Teſtament; and to this particular notion I mean 
to confine the term in the following diſeburſe. 

3. It hath been the buſineſs of the grand Deceiver, ever 
ſince he was caſt out of the realms of Blifs, to endeavour 


to counteract the gracious deſigns of Providence, in order 


the more effectually to fruſtrate the Work of God, who 
willeth all men to be ſaved. He ſometimes puts on the ap- 
pearance of an angel of light: ſometimes ſows taxes a- 


mong the wheat; and ſometimes ſends his emiſſaries, 


his miniſters, his falſe apoſtles, his deceitful workers, who 
transform themſelves into, or rather put on the appearance 
of, “the Apoſtles of Chriſt,” As Satan had numbers 
of ' theſe agents diſperſed, not only among the heathen 
nations, but alſo among the Jews of old; in order to draw 
them to idolatry ; ſo has he many now, in the times of the 
Goſpel, who, like an ignis fatuus, lead men aſtray, ſaying, | 
„ Lo! Chriſt is here, and Lo! he is there;” who, 
tho? they have undertaken * to be Teachers of the Law," 

and alſo to preach Chriſt, © yet underſtand neither what 
they ſay, nor whereof they affirm.” I would not be under- 
ſtood to aſſert, that all thoſe alluded to, do knowingly and 
willingly lead Men aftray ; but as Sin hath blinded their 
Eyes, that they cannot ſee, they are made inſtrumental by 
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Satan in deceiying on leading their, 8 
for if ** the Blind lead the Blind,” the. inevitable con- 
ſequence is, that both he that leads, and he that is led 
4e will fall into the Ditch.” 

4 It is undoubtedly neceſſary, for thoſe who ſpeak i i. 
the Name of God, to know aſſuredly that they ars ſent and 
commiſſioned by bim; leſt they meet the Judgments 
denounced agaigſt thoſe who, ran and prophefied, though * 
he had not ſpoken to them, However, I ſhall leave this 
paint to be conſidered ſeriouſly by the Prophets, and pro- 
ceed to my purpoſe; .which is, to point out to you, who 
are Hearers, ſome Marks whereby ye may diſtinguiſh falſe 
Prophets from the true Ones. And this I do out af ſincere 
aſſection and regard for your Souls, fearing, left “ after 
my departare, grievous Wolves ſhould 54 enter in among 
you, not ſparing,” nor feeding the Flock.” Ano- 
ther Reaſon is, becauſe many of you deſire an, Anſwer 
ta this Queſtion ; We ars told that falſe Prophets thall 
ariſe anddeceive many; hom then ſhall we koow or diſtin- 
guiſh them ??? | 
5. It would, indeed, n with the Wiſdom.of 
our Divine Lord, to caution his Diſciples and Hearers 
againſt falſe Prophets or falſe Teachers; and not at the 
| ſame time to lay down ſome Rule whereby they ſbould he 
kaowp, or paint out ſome Teſt or Standard whereby they 
ſhould be tried. In vain would it haye been alſo far Nis - 
Apoſtles to forewarn the Chriſtians, that falſe Prophets 
| ſhould ariſe in aftex · times, unleſs they had pointed out 
ſome Marks whereby to diſtinguiſh them. There are many 
of thoſe Marks to be found in the Writings of the Apoſ- . 
tles; but the Criterion, or diſtinguiſhing, one, mentioned. 
by our bleſſed Lord in the latter part of the Text, ſeems 
to be the plaineſt and moſt eaſy imaginable ; % Ye ſhall 
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know them by their fruits.” Here is an infallible Token 
whereby the meaneſt Mechanic, the moſt illiterate Herds- 

man, People of the weakeſt capacity, may be able to judge 

for themſelves. It is eaſy to diſcern whether a Tree is 
good or bad by examining its Fruit; for, as our Lord 
elſewhere obſerves, Every Tree is known by his own 
Fruit;“ and here in the Context he ſaith, © every good 
Tree bringeth forth good Fruit: but a corrupt Tree 
bringeth forth evil Fruit, Wherefore ys their Fruits ye 
ſhall know them.“ 

6. The falſe Prophets, or ſome of their Adherents 227 
be ready to object to this Mode of Procedure, of judg- _ 
ing men,“ as they term it; and will ground their objec- 
tion on the Words of our Lord, in the beginning of this 

_ Chapter ;—* Judge not, that ye be not judged,” Theſe 
| Words are frequently in their Mouths, and they quote 
j them, as they do many other Paſſages of Scripture, with- 
out conſidering the Context. Our Lord, indeed, forbids 
here the paſſing a raſh Cenſure upon others, leſt we provoke 
God to uſe Severity towards us; but that he allows us to 
judge of the Lives and Actions of others, when we have 
amended and reformed our own, appears from the 5th 
Verſe ; „Then ſhalt thou fee clearly to caſt the Mote 
out of thy Brother's Eye.” How could he ſee the Mote, 
that is, the leſſer Crimes of which his Neighbour was 
guilty, unleſs he was allowed to diſcern, to judge, and 
examine his Life and Actions? Again, when he ſays, 
« ye ſhall know the Tree by its Fruits; or, © every Tree 
is known by its own Fruits; does he not evidently allow 
us to examine the Fruits; andthen to give our Opinion, 
declare our Judgment, or, if you pleaſe, paſs Sentence 
accordingly? If this be not allowed, we make Jeſus 
Chriſt, the all- wiſe * to contradict himſelf twice in 
. this 


Bs 


this Chapter. Although then we are not to paſs a 'baſty, 
raſh Cenſure upon any Man; yet, we muſt be allowed 
to form an Opinion, not only of Prophets, but of every 
perſon according to this plain, eaſy, W my of Judge 
ing; namely by their Fruits. 
I. Firſt let us examine the Fruits of th Prophns; with 
reſpect to their own Lives and Actions; that is, examine 
thenr as men, before we conſider them as Perſons commiſ- 


ſtoned by Gop to declare his Will to others. an} 
IT. Let us examine the Effects of their n on 
their Hearers; And. '* 54 


III. Let us eloſely attend to their Doane and com- 
pare them with the written Word of Gop. Let us bring 
them „ to the Law and to the Teſtimony,” by which 
every Teacher and his Doctrine ſhould be tried, 

I. 1. What are the Fruits apparent in their Lives? ;Do 
they live a godly, righteous, and ſober Life "Do 
they frame their Lives according to the tenor of our 
Lord's Sermon on the Mount, of which the Text makes 
a part? Are they meek, humble, lowly, patient under 
ſufferings; reſigned to the Diſpenſations of Providence; 
endeavouring to be daily more and more conformed to the 
Image of their Lo xp? Are they Patterns of | 
Works?” Are they * Patterns to the Believers in Word, 
in Converſation, in Love, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity yh | 
Are they “ temperate in all things?” Do they © give 
themſelves wholly to Reading, to Exhortation, to Doc- . 
trine?” Does it appear that they have the Glory 'of 
God in view, in all their Thoughts, Words, and Acti- 
ons? Do they ſeem willing to ſpend and be ſpent for the 
Children of God; endeavouring, as much as in them lies, 
to help them on in the Road of Salvation? Do they 
reprove or exhort the Wicked, inſtruct the Ignorant, and 
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ſcem deſirous that all ſhould come to the. Knewledge of the 


[Truth Where theſe Fruits appear, ye may conclude 


2. On the contrary, are they, upon impartial obſerva- 
tion, found to have the following Marks? Are they 
* proud, heady, high-minded > Boaſters ; covetous, 
greedy of gain, or filthy luere?“ Are they Strikers, 
Brawlers, or ſoon angry ?“ are they © given to Wine or 
ſtrong drink?” do they tarry long at the Wine py 
Are they “ blaſphemers ?“ Do they ſwear in common 
converſation? Are they diſobedient to Parents, uns 
thankful, unholy, without natural Affection, Truce - 
breakers, falſe Aceuſers, Incontinent, Adulterers, For- 
nicators, unclean Perſons, Sodomites, laſeivious,“ and 


_ obſcene, t fierce, Deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, Lovers 


of Pleaſure more than Lovers of God?“ The Perſans, in 
whom all, or any of theſe Marks are found, are ſo far 
from being the true Prophets of the Lord, that they are 
not Chriſtians, They are not the Minifers of Feſus Chriſt ; 
neither did he ſend them, as Ambaſſadors in his /icad, to 
beſeech others to be reconciled to God. Therefore beware 
of all ſuch; they are falſe Prophets. 

3. How do they ſpend their Time? Is itin Jupings 


Hing down, loving to flumber # Ts it in 1dlenefs, Sloth, 


InaQivity ; in uſeleſs or trifling Amuſements z in what | 
is uſually termed by them, doing no harm ,"—being. 
negatively good ? Do they ſpend their Time at Play- 
Houſes, Gaming -Houſes, or Drinking-Houſes > At 
luxurious Entertainments, at Drums, Balls, or Aſſemblies ; 
at Cards, Dice, or Tables; at Horſe-Races, Cock- 
Matches, Hunts, Sports, and places of public Diverſion? 


If ye find that they ſpend their time thus, ye may, without 


paſſing any raſh cenſure, conclude they are falſe Prophets, 


69 
and that God never ſent ſuch to ſpenk in hh Name: For, 
the true Minifter of Chriſt ſpends his Time after the ex · 
ample of his bleſſed Lord, in * going about doing god,“ 
endeavouring to fave the Souls of Men; or like St. Pau, 
in teaching not only publickly, but alſo from Houſe to 
Houſe; in vifiting the ſick, and relieving the needy ; and 
gives himſelf wholly to Reading, Exbortation, and Doftrim, 
He has always imprinted on his mind the great 
Treaſure committed to his churge :; namely, the Sheep of 
Chriſt, which he bought with his Death, und for whom 
he ſhed his Blood. He knows the greatneſs of the Fault, 
and the horrible puniſhment that will enfue, in cafe any 
Member of Chriſt's Body ſhall take hurt or hindrance by 
reaſon of his Negligence, And conſidering the end of 
his Miniſtry, he never ceaſes his Labour, his Care and Di- 
ligence:; but does all that in him lieib to bring all ſuch an 
ure, or ſhall be vommitted to his dharge, unto chat Agree» 
ment in the Faith and Knowledge of God; and to that 
Riponeſs und Per ſectneſe of Age in Ohriſt, that there may 
be no place leſt for Error in Religion, or Viciouſneſs of 
Life, 17 be 1 
Al, eonſidering how ſtudious he ought to be in 
reading and leaniug the Seriptures, he for/abes und ſets afithe | 
(as much às may be) @// worldly Caves and Studies, He | 
weighs well and ponders theſe things, and determines by . 
God's grace, to give himſelf wholly to this Office; nd 
u muth as lieth in bim, applies himſelf whelly to this a 
Thing, and draws his Cares and Sa this way.“ 
If then he does all tat in him tits, to bring thoſe who 
are committed to his charge, to an Agreement in the Faith 
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and Knowledge of God, ſo that no Place is left for Error 
in Religion, or Viciouſneſs of Life : If he gives himſelf 
wholly to this one Thing, and draws all bis cares and fludies 
this way; it is evident he will have ns Time to ö theow' 


away at Sports and idle Diyerſions. a? 


4. Wich reſpect to their Converſation, ye may examine 


whether i it is Holy, and ſuch as becometh the Goſpel ? Whether 
it turns chiefly upon topies that tend to Edification ? 
Whether it be chiefly of Heaven and heavenly Things ? 


Whether it ſavours of the Language of Canaan, or is 


expreſlive of the Felicity of the New Jeruſalem, the pro- 
per Home, the Country of a Chriſtian? Whether it 


appears by their Converſation, that they have the vital 


Principle of Religion in the Heart, which is ready upon 


all occaſions, both in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, to burſt 


forth at the Lips; becauſe out of the abundance of the 


Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh?““ I would not, however, be 


underſtood to infinuate, that a Miniſter of Chriſt js not 
at any time to ſpeak of temporal affairs, and matters which 
concern Individuals and the Public in general; for, “ then 
muſt he needs go out of the world.” And altho' St. 
Paul ſaid “ his Converſation was in Heaven“; yet as he 
followed his Trade, there can be no doubt but. he often 


converſed not only with thoſe of like Occupation, but alſo - 


with many others, concerning their temporal affairs. I 


would only point out this as another Mark, whereby ye 


may diſtinguiſh the falſe Prophets from the true ones; by 
obſerving whether their Converſation has chiefly a godly 
Tendency, or whether it turns moſtly upon thoſe idle 
Amuſements, Sports, and Diverſions already ſpecified, 
If they ſpeak, chiefly of the latter, then ye may look upon 
them as falſe Prophets; not the Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 1 | 
8 Thus 
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Thus far ye may be able, even the moſt illiterate 
amongſt you, to judge of theſe men by their Fruits, in 
their own Lives, Actions, and Converſation. However, 
always remember not to judge raſhly or preeipitately; but 
candidly, impartially, and deliberately. 


II. 1. Ye may judge of their Miſſion, by obſerving 
the Effects of their miniſtry on their Hefter. The 


Commiſſion of St. Paul, and of every true Miniſter of 


Chriſt, runs in theſe Words, or Wards to the ſame pur- 


port: *I now ſend thee to open Men's Eyes; to turn 
them from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of 


Satan unto God; that they may receive Forgiveneſs of 


Sins, and an Inheritance among them that are ſanQified, 
by Faith which is in mes.“ When God delivers this 
Commiſſion to any Man, though he may not deliver it in 


an extraordinary manner, as he did to Paul; yet he adds 


a Seal or Seals to it; he ratifies and confirms bis Word; 
he makes him inſtrumental in turning Men from the power 


of Satan unto God. It is God alone, indeed, that can open | 


the Eyes of Men. It is the Power of the Almighty that 


can turn them from ſpiritual darkneſi, wherein they are 


involved, to the Light of divine Knowledge and Holineſs z 


and from the Power, the bondage and 'thraldom of 
| (who held them in fin, | guilt, and miſery,) to the 


and happy Liberty of the Children of God. He alſo can \ 
and does grant remiſſion of paſt Sins, and an inheritance among 


them that are ſanfified. But ſtill hg generally effects this 
by Means, by the inſtrumentality of Paul, or any other 
Man whom he pleaſes to employ in this Work. The not 


turning Men from the Power of Satan unto Cod, is one grand ; 


Mark of falſe Prophets. By their F ruit, in this reſpet 
eſpecially, ſhall ye know them, 


B | 2. For, | 
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2. For, though they ſhould even ſpeak Truth, they 


Mey be ſalſt Prophets; ſuch as God complains of by the 1. 


Proohet Jeremiab: “ Behold Iam againſt the Prophets, 
ſaith the Lord, that fteal my Words every one from hie 
Neighbour; yet | ſent them not, nor commanded them: 

therefore they ſhall not profit this People at all, ſaith the 
Lord —If they had ſtood in my Countil, and had cauſed 


my People to hear my Words, then they ſhould have turn- 


ed them from the Evil of their doings.— But they 
ſtrengthen the Hands of evil doers, that none doth return 
from his wickedneſs||,” 4 

Or they may come under the Denomination of thoſe, 
who ſhall ſay to Chriſt in the great Day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not propheſied in thy Name, and in thy Name 
done many wonderful Works?” To whom he will an- 
ſwer, I never knew you; (I never acknowledged or 
approved of you as my Meſſengers) depart from =; ye 
workers of Iniquity.” 

3. Speaking the Truth then, or a Part of the Truth, 
is not always an evident Sign ofa true Prophet; for, the 
moſt wicked Man on Earth may read a Chapter in the Bible, 
which is undoubtedly good and true: or he may borrow 


from vis Neighbour ; he may extract or tranſcribe an excel- 


„ 
- — 


Jeat Diſcourſe from ſome ſpiritual Divine; yea, he may 
deliver it well, with an, audible, clear, articulate Voice; 
and yet it may have no Effect upon the Hearers ; it may 
not de ſent home to their Hearts, by the Spirit of God; 


it may not be applied by that divine, energetic Power, 


which alone is able to ſubdue the flinty ſtubborn Heart | 


of Man. But the Word of that Man, who is commiſſion- 


ed by God to ſpeak in his Name, is ſent with Power to 
the Hearer's Heart, and is a means of awakening, con- 
vincing, or converting, at leaſt ſome of thoſe that hear. 

I fay, 
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I fay, /ome of thoſe; for, all that heard. Chriſt, or his 
Apoſtles, in the firſt Age of Chriſtianity, were not con- 
verted ; yet ſtill there are ſome awakened, convinced or 
converted by the inſtrumentality of thoſe Men who are ſeat 
of God. If then ye do not ſee this effect wrought (per- 
haps, it may not be wrought immediate, ye may look 
upon the Speaker, or Speakers, even though they ſhould 
ſpeak the Truth, to be falſe Prophets. Therefore beware 
of them, leſt they ſhould deceive you by a plouſible oni/ide 
appearance, or by ſometimes mingling Truth with Falſe- 
hood. 

4. Here, perhaps, ſome may be deſirous to have thoſe 
terms awakened, convinced, and converted, defined j that they 
may have clear ideas of what they import, and then be 
more capable of judging of the Effects intended by the. 
I have often endeavoured to explain them to you, to whom 
this Diſcourſe is addreſſed; and I ſhall now attempt it 
once more, in order to rivet it on your Minds; and 
alſo for the ſatisfaction of others, who may be in like 
circumſtances with you. | 

 Firfl, Man in a ſtate of Nature is ſtupid, inddlent; and 
ſecure; inſenſible of his Condition, and involved in 
gloomy darkneſs. He may have eyes very quick i in diſ- 
cerning the things \of time and ſenſe; but that \Eye | 
which diſcerneth Spiritual things is quite tloſed up, He 
is ruſhing head - long on a precipice, where if he falls, he 
falls into eternal Perdition. His Soul is in a dead, le- 
thargic ſtate, ſleeping on the brink of the pit, out of which 
there is no returu.— Though he bath Eyer, yet he ſees tt 
ſpiritual things ; and though he bath Zar, yet like the 
deaf adder, he bears not, or will not hear the Voice of the 
Charmer, tharm he never ſo wiſely. When this man by 
ſome means is made ſenſible of his 22 rouzed 


* : . 
«. + 9 — 
— * þ . 


n.) 
from his lethargy, fo that he ſees the danger and avoids 
it; he ſtarts [back from the precipice, and flies from the 
wrath to come, crying out © what ſhall I do to be ſaved * 
He is then ſaid to be awakened. | | 
| Secondly, He is convinced of Sin, when he is not as 7 
convinced that he has finned, that he has actually tranſ- 
greſſed the righteous Law of God, and that, perhaps, 
thouſands of times; but he is convinced that he bas Sin; 
that which is properly called Sin, as being the ſource and 
fountain from which all actual Sins flow; which is thus 
defined by our Church, It is the Fault, Infection, or 
Corruption of the Nature of every Man, that naturally is 
engendered of the offspring of Adam, whereby man is very 
far gone from original Righteouſneſs, and is of his own na- 
ture inclined to Evil.” He feels himſelf © tied and bound 
with the Chain of Sin,” and yet cannot looſe himſelf, 
He feels that Burden which is intolerable,” and yet 
cannot remove it. He finds that © there is no Health 
in him,” that from © the Sole of the Foot, even unto 
the Head, there is no Soundneſs in him, but Wounds 
and Bruiſes and putrifying Sores.” He feels © the plague 
of his own Heart,” and ſees that it is deſperately - wicked, 
and that © every imagination of the th6ughts of his 
Heart is only evil continually.” He feels altogether ſick; 
ſees the abſolute neceſſity there is for a Phyfician, and 
therefore enquires earneſtly for him. He ſees himſelf in a 
loſt condition, juſt ready to ſink to the nethermoſt Hell, 
and therefore cries to Him alone who can deliver, 1 
« Save, Lord, or J periſh.” bY 
Thirdly. By Converſion I do not mean, n convert- 
ed from one particular Church, Sect, or Party, to ano- 
ther; nor even from erroneous Doctrines or Principles, 
to the orthodox F rr or gn Opinion ; (though this 
doubtleſs, 


1 
doubtlefs is highly ks but being turned from Dark- 
10% to Light, from Sinfulneſs to Holineſs, or from the 
Power of Satan to the living Gop. The "carnal ſencual, de- 
viliſb Mind, which was at enmity with God, is now changed 
into the meek, patient, humble Mind, which was in Chrift. 
Where the noxious weeds of Envy, Anger, Hatred, 
Malice, Revenge, Luft, Vacleanneſs, and ſuch like, grew 
ſpontaneouſly before; there is now Purity, Temperance, | 
and Heavenly-mindedneſs. Conver/ion is not merely an 
outward Reformation in Life and Manners; it is an 
inward Change, or Creation of the Heart: for, ſaith St. 

Paul, If any Man be in Chrift, there is a new Creation 
(dan x7io15,) old Things are done n all Things are 
become new.“ 

5. The true Prophets of the Lord are made in ſome 
meaſure inſtrumental in this Converſion, or Change of 
Heart, in their Hearers. Therefore, where ye do not 
perceive this effect wrought in /ome of the Hearers, after 
ſome time; ye may conclude, that they who propheſy, 
preach, or expound, are falſe prophets. Be not deceived by 
their outward Appearance: Though they ſhould come 1 
you in ſheep's cleathing, (with a mild harmleſs Appearance) 


yet they may be Moeluel inwardly. They may not be con- 
verted themſelves, and cannot be inſtrumental in convert- | 


ing others, Ye are not, however, to reject them for their 
mild, affable, or courteous Addreſs ; ' for, Gentleneſs, 
Meekneſs, and good Behaviour, are ſome of the Character- 
iſtics of a true Miniſter of Chriſt given by St, Paul; on- 
ly do not truſt merely to theſe; but look for ſomething 
farther, namely, the Fruits which I have already pointed 
out to you, If theſe Fruits do not appear, it matters not 
in what Garb or cleathjng they come; whether it be an 
Anice, or an Alb; a Hood, or a Cowl; whether it be in 
Purple, Scarlet, or fine linen; whether it be a Gown and 
| Pr 2 * Caſſich, 
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 Cofſeck, A \ Surplice, or Lawn Sleeves ; whether it be a plain | 
Loo and band; or whether they wear a Cap, a Coif, a Mi- 
tre, or a triple Crown; they are falſe Prophets, therefore 
beware of them. 2% 
6. Having pointed out to . the Marks of a falſe Pro. bg 
phet, and alſo ſome of the Properties of a true Miniſter of 
Chriſt ; IJ hope the weakeſt and moſt illiterare Perſon a- 
mongſt you will be able to judge for himſelf, and to diſ- 
cern whether any perſon, who ſpeaks to'you in the Name © 
of God, is really ſent and commiſſioned by him ſo to do, 
or not. For by a cloſe attention to, and examination of |, 
their Fruits, reſpecting their own Lives and Converſa- 5 
tion, and alſo with regard to the Effects wrought in their 
Hearers; ye ſhall be able eaſily to diſtinguiſh whether the 
Tree is good, or not, and therefore cannot be deceived, 
This Method is the eaſieſt for illiterate perſons to diflin- 
guiſh falſe Prophets from true ones; yet it may be fit to 
ad vert to their Doctrines alſo, and compare them with 
the written Word of Gop. To ſpeak particularly con- 
cerning each erroneous Doctrine that has been propagated 
in this or former ages, would exceed the limits of a Diſ- 
\ courſe, of this kind; therefore, I ſhall only point out a 
few things, which may be uſeful to you, whilſt ye are at- 
tending to the Doctrines of profeſſed Teachers, and may 
ſerve in ſome meaſure to guard you againſt them. . 


III. 1. Examine what Tendeney the Doctrines which 
ye hear chiefly have; whether they point you to a broad 
ſmooth road, or to a narrow one. Our Lord tells us in 
the words immediately preceding the Text, that the road 
which leads to deſirułtion, is broad; but the way is narrow, 
and the gate Hrait which leads 10 everlaſting Life. Now, 
hers is a Plaid, ſure Rule, to form your judgment by. 


They 
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They who teach men to walk in a broad way, 2 way 
that the multitude walk in; a way that is eaſy and pleaſ- 
ing to fleſh and blood; a way that is broader than 
that laid down by our divine Lord himſelf in his Sermon 
on the Mount, are undoubtedly falſe Prophets. The 
way to Heaven, pointed out by our Lord, is certainly the 
true way; namely, the way of. lowlineſs, or poverty of 
Spirit ; of holy mourning ; of meekneſs, and holy deſire; 
hungering and thirfling after righteouſneſi ; Purity of Heare ; 
loving Gop and our Neighbour ; doing good according 
to our power; ſuffering perſecution ſor righteouſneſs ſake 3 
going through evil as well as good report 3 taking up our 
Croſs daily; denying ourſelves; renouncing the devil, the 
world, and the fleſh every day; and bearing all thinge 
patiently for Chriſt's ſake, This is the way to Heaven z 
He, therefore, who teaches any other way, or whoſe doc · 
trines have a tendency to point you to any r wh 
than this, is aſſuredly a falle propbet. 

2. It was the characteriſtic of falls yoophets of ed Mo 
teach or ſpeak /mooth things: that is, ſuch things as were 
pleaſing and agreeable to the people, to the rich, the great, 
the noble, and the powerful. And becauſe they did io, 
they were careſſed by thoſe to whom they propheſied. Ou 
the other hand, they, who ſpoke the Truth, were hated, 
deſpiſed, rejected; often caſt into priſon, and ſometimes 
deprived of their lives.” There were four hundred prophets, 
who propheſied ſmooth, things to Ahab, and encouraged | 
him to go up to Ramoth+Gilrad to battle ; but Micatah, who 
declared the Truth, and flattered him not, was hated by 
him, and caſ into prison, and ordered to be fed there with 
bread and water. John the Baptiſt, when he undaunted]y 
reproved Herod for Adultery, was caſt into priſon, and 
afterwards, beheaded by order of the ſaid king; to gratify 

| | | a 
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a woman whoſe rage was implacable, and could not be 
any otherwiſe glutted than by the blood of that bely and 1 
Ju man; for ſuch he appeared, even in the = 4 
Herod himſelf. | 
But, are there not Prophets, or Teachers at this day, 

who ſpeak /mooth things who are afraid of offending the 
great, the rich, or the powerful, by reproving them for 
their wickedneſs, and telling them, that if they ſhould 
perſevere in it, they © ſhal} be turned into Hell, with all. 
the people who forget Gop ?” Who are afraid to offend - 
delicate ears with ſuch plain terms as are contained in'the 
written Word of Gop? Who mince, and refine that 
Word, avoiding all ſuch expreſſions as may ſound harſb 
or grating to their Patron's ears; left they ſhould forfeit 
his favour ? But will not theſe very men reproach ſuch 
falſe prophets hereafter in words to this effect, when they 
are both lifting up their eyes in hell torments? Thou 
didſt not warn me, when I was going on in fin, careleſs 
and ſecure; thou didſt not warn me to fly from the wrath 
which I now fee]; thou didſt not exhort me to turn out 
of that broad and dangerous way, which bas at length 
brought me to this place of deſtruction, where I muſt lie 
conſuming to everlaſting ages.” Then perhaps they will 
ad; \ 


« Lord, avenge my blood 
ei On that unpitying wretch, who ſaw me run 
With full career, the dire enchanting road 
To theſe devouring flames, yet warn'd me not; 
Or faintly warn'd me; and with languid tone, 
And cool harangue, denounc'd eternal fire, 
And wrath divine !” 


3. Another characteriſtie of falſe Prophets was, .that 
they daubed with untempered Morter, and healed the 
hurt 


- 
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hurt of God's people ſlightly, and ftrengthened the hands 
of evil-doers ; faying, Peace, Peace, when there was no 
Peace.“ Againſt ſuch God denounces judgments by the 
Prophet Ezekiel, in theſe Words: Mine Hand ſhall be 
upon the Prophets that ſee Vanity and divine Lies: be- 
cauſe they have ſeduced my People, faying, Peace, and 
there was no Peace; and one built up a Wall, and, lo! 
others daubed it with untempered Morter : Say unto them 
that daub it with untempered Morter, that it ſhall fall: 

I wilt accompliſh my Wrath upon the Wall, and upon 
them that have daubed it with untempered Morter; 
namely, the Prophets, who propheſy concerning Jeruſa- 


lem, and ſee Viſions of Peace for her, and there i is no Peace, 


faith the Lord.” 

But are there not Prophets at this Day, who are © daub- 
ing with untempered Morter; healing the wound of God's 
People ſlightly, ſaying, Peace, Peace, when there is no 
Peace?” If a Mourner in Zion, who is truly convinced, 
and ſenſible of that deadly Wound, which he derives from 


fallen Alam, and is eagerly ſolicitous to have it healed ; = 


if ſuch a one comes to ſome of our modern ſpiritual Phy. 
ſicians for Advice; as they are ignorant of the nature of 


the Diſorder, will they * very probably preſcribe a, 


wrong Remedy; or app] y ſome Salve of their own compo- 
ſition, in order to ſkin the wound: not knowing that it 
is ſtill feſtering "within, and that, if not healed in due 
time, it will at length end in a Mortification? _ 

To ſpeak without metaphor : Are there not many who 


have the care of Souls committed to them, who will at- - 


tempt to quiet a wounded Conſcience immaturely ; that is, 
before Gop has ſpoken Peace and Reconciliation to it? If 


a perſon, who is in bondage to Sin, ſenſible of his burden 


and defirous to be eaſed of it; who is deeply convinced, 
C not 


41229 
not only of his own actual tranſgreſſions, but of inbred 
Sin, that Corruption of Nature which he derives from 
fall:n 4 lam, and alſo of his Inability to extricate himſelf 
from that fa'len ſtate: If ſuch a one, I ſay, ſhould come 
to many of our modern Prophets, will they not ſay he is 
mad, or a melancholy fool? Will they not ſay, he is in the 
yapours, and therefore recommend it to him to take the 
freſh air, to go into Company, that is, into ſuch company 
as are ruſhing down in ** the broad Road that leadeth to 
Deſtruction?“ Will they not recommend Cards, Plays, 
Balls, or Aſſemblies, and Places of public Diverſion ; tel- 


ling him, they hope he is in a good way, and will ſoon 


be well enough ?” Thus, inſtead of pointing him to the 
only Remedy, the univerſal Medicine, which is for the 
healing of the Nations; inftead of referring him to that 
Fountain which is opened for all Sin and Uncleanneſs; in a 
word, inſtead of pointing him to Jzsvs Cars, they ſend _ 
him to the Devil for a cufe. Oh! will not God vi/it for 

theſe things? Will he not require the Blood of Thou- 
ſands at the Hand of ſuch Prophets as have healed the 


Mund of his People ſlightly, and had the Aſſurance to ſay 


there was Peace, when he had not ſaid ſo ?—Beware then, 
J intreat you, of all ſuch, who attempt to heal your 
Wound in this manner; for, however ſoothing their lan- 
guage may be, however oily and fluent their tongue, yet 
4 the Poiſon of Aſps is under their Lips ;“ they are at 
jeaft ignorant Prophets; they are not the Meſſengers or 
Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ; neither will he own them at 
the Day of Judgment. 


of 4% # 


6 daubed with 3 Morter,” but alſo built, or 
attempted t to build upon a wrong Foundation: even ſo, it 


is now. F or, are there not at this day, Teachers, whe 
are 


( 23 ) 

are laying z Foundation of Works as the onfy ground of 
our Acceptance with God.? Who talk largely of Moral 
Rectitude, and the Nature of Things, the Dięnity of 
human Nature, the Rewards of Virtue, and heathen 
Honeſty ; and think of climbing to Heaven by a ladder 
compoſed of good Nature, good Humour, Benevolence, 
Propriety, Decency,” and ſuch like? Theſe indeed are 
building upon a ſandy Foundation : the whole Fabric, 
which they attempt to build thereon, will undoubtedly | 
tumble, and they themſelves will periſh in the ruins. 
Many of theſe, I know, will ſay they pretend to no Merit, 
no Righteouſneſs of their own; and that they prote/? againſt 
all thoſe Errors broached by the Mother of Harlots; yet 
they are gliding into one of the moſt pernicious and capi- 
tal of her Errors, by maintaining the doctrine of Works 
in oppoſition to Faith, 

Now, other Foundation can 'no' Man lay, FE) that 
which is already laid; namely, Jeſus Chriſt.” He is the 
eternal Rock of Ae; and whoever builds upon this Found- 
ation, is a wiſe Man, and a wiſe Maſter-builder as Paul was. 
The Superſtructure which is properly erected on this 
Foundation, will ſtand againſt every blaſt, every ſtorm, 
every tempeſt to which it may be expoſed. Nay it will 
remain after the general Conſtagration, and ſtand when 
Earth's Foundation ſhakes. Chriſt is “ the Door, the 
May, the Truth, and the Liſe;“ * no Man can come to 
the Father, but by him.“ „ Whoſoever climbeth up, 
or attempts to climb, by any other Way, the ſame is a 
Thief, and a Robber,” a falſe Teacher, and not a true 
Shepherd. Bewate then of all ſuch Teachers, as point 
you to any other Door, or any other Way, than CHRIS 
Jxsus; and, indeed, if they have not come in by the Door 
themſelves, they cannot know how to point you thither. 

C2 5. But 
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5. But there is another ſort of Teachers, againſt whoſe 
Doctrines I muſt alſo beg leave to guard you; who, thro' 
fear of running foul upon Forks on the one Hand, are in 
danger of being ſwallowed up in the Antinomian Whirl- 
pool on the other. They lay the true Foundation, indeed, 
with St. Paul, that Maſſer-builder; but negle& to obſerve 
that Caution of his, „let every Man take heed how he 
buildeth thereupon,” For, „if any Man build on this 
Foundation, Wood, Hay, or Stubble,” any other 
Doctrines, except the ſubſtantial, vital Truths of Chriſ- 
tianity, “ his Work ſhall be made manifeſt” at the great 
and final Day of the Lord. Theſe Men conclude very 
juſtly with St. Paul, ** thata Man is juſtified,” in the 
Day of Converſion, ** by Faith only, without the Deeds 
of Law,” of any Law whatſoever; © for, by the Deeds 
of the Law ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified in the ſight of God.“ 
But they neglect to inſiſt, with the ſame Apoſtle, upon 
Works of Righteouſneſs, or true Holineſs, conſequent - 
to Faith, and antecedent to final Salvation, They 
agree with him, where he ſays to Titus, - not by Works 
of Righteouſneſs which we have done, but according to 
his Mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of Regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt;” but they forget his 
words in that ſame Paſſage, where heexhorts Titus, © to 
affirm conſtantly, that they who have believed in Gop, 
ſhould be careful to maintain good Works” for, as he 
faith in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, „Without Holineſs 


no man ſhall ſee the Lord.” They ſeem to forget alſo 


what the Apoſtle James ſaith, ** What doth it profit, 
my brethren, though a man ſay he hath Faith, and have 
not Works? As the Body without the Spirit is dead, ſo 
Faith without Works is dead alſo.” They forget theſe 
Words of our Lord, in the laſt chapter of the Revelations, 

where 
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where he ſaith, <4 Behold I come quickly, to give every 
Man according as his Work ſhall be. Bleſſed are they that 
do his Commandments, that they may have right to the 
Tree of Life, and may enter in through the Gates into 
the City,” 


The Line of Truth, with reſpe& to Faith and Works, 
which makes a manifeſt Diſtinction between Works ante- 
cedent to Faith, and thoſe which are conſequent upon it, 
is, I apprehend, clearly pointed out by our excellent Re- 
formers in the Articles and Homilies of our Church; 
and yet I fear there are many profeſſed Members of the 
Church of England, who are deviating either to the right 
hand or to the left. Works done before Juſtification,” 
(ſaith our Church in her 1 zth Article) that is, be- 
fore the Grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, 
are not pleaſant to God; nay, rather, they have the na- 
ture of Sin ;” therefore, that we are juſtified by Faith 
only is a moſt wholeſome Doctrine, and very full of 
Comfort.” (As it is affirmed in the 11th Article.) But 
ſill ſhe inſiſts upon Works conſequent to Faith, and that 
in very plain terms; leſt carnal men ſhould take occaſion 


do indulge their wicked appetites, ** That Faith,” ſaith 


ſhe, ** which produceth either evil Works, or no good 
Works, is not a right, pure and lively Faith ; but a dead, 


deviliſh, counterfeit, and feigned one. For, how can a Man 


have the true Faith, a ſure truſt and confidence in God, 
that by the Merits of Chriſt his Sins are forgiven him, 
and he reconciled to the Favour of God ; when he lives an 
ungodly Life, and denieth Chriſt- in his Deeds?“ 

Beware then of all ſuch Teachers as would draw you 
from this Line to either extreme. Beware of thoſe, who 
are attempting to raiſe a ſuperſtructure of Chriſt's Religi- 
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on on a Foundation of Works; or, who are ignorantly 
exhorting men to work Righteouſneſs, whilſt they are 
ſtill Unbelievers, whilft they are till in that ſtate of Na- 
ture which they derive from fallen Adam. On the other 
hand, beware of thoſe, who preach Salvation by Faith, and 
extol Free-Grace ; yet at the ſame time, do not inſiſt on 
Works of Righteouſneſs, or true Holineſs, as abſolutely, 
and indiſpenſably neceſſary, previous to final Ry 
in the great Day. 

To you who are not yet juſtified, I ſay, ** Repont, 
and believe the Goſpel; believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thou ſhalt: be ſaved?” from paſt Sins. To you, who 
have believed in the Lord Jeſus with that © Faith that 
juftifieth' the ungodly,” I ſay, preſs forward, and never 
ceaſe until ye are ſanctified throughout, and ©* cleanſed 
from ail Unrighteouſneſs.”'—<* God is of purer Eyes than to 
behold Evil, and cannot look on Iniquity;“ therefore 
if ye expect to ſtand in his Preſence, or to ſee him face. to 
fate as he is; ye muſttbe ail glorious within, totally cleanſ- 
ed from: © all Filthineſs: of Fleſh" and Spirit.” Sail 
cloſely according to the Line before mentioned; keep the 
Bye of your Faith ſteadily ſixed upon the Morning Star 
and Sun of Righteouſneſs; (at the ſame time putting 
good Works aboard,) ſo ſhall ye outride the ſtormy bil- 
los, and'boifterous tempeſts, which ye may expect to 
meet with in this ſea of troubles ; ſo ſhall ye avoid every 
ſhoal and dangerous quickſand; ſo ſhall ye arrive ſaſe in 

poi t, the haven of everlaſting reſt. 

b. There are other Teachers, whoſe Doctrines are ftill 
more dangerous; who ſap the very Foundation of Chriſ- 

tianity, „ denying the Lord who bought them,” and 
have the effrontery to broach their damnable Doctrines 
_ openly, who are reviving among us the dangerous tenets 


a 
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of thols Arch-Heretics, Arius, and e picking aut 
ſome of thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, which relate to Chriſt's 
Humanity only, and paſſing by many others where his 
Divinity is moſt clearly aſſerted, Hear what he himſelf 
ſaith to Philip, (John 14.) “ If ye had known me, ye 
ſhould have known my Father alſo: Philip ſaith unto 
him, Lord, ſhew us the Father, and it ſufficeth us. Jeſus 
ſaith unto him, Have I been ſo long time with you, 
and yet haſt thou not known me, Philip? He chat hath 
ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father: and how ſayeſt thou 
then, ſhew us the Father ? Believe me that I am in the 
Father, and the Father in me.” In another Place he 
faith, „ I and the Father are one.” (John x. 30.) And 
again in the xvii. Chapter, ſpeaking of bis Apoſtles, and 
thoſe who ſhould believe in all ages thro' their Word, he 


ſaith, * The Glory which thou haſt given me I have given 


them, that they may be one, as we are one.“ Now, 
methinks, this alone is ſufficient to confute ius, Ca- 
| bellius, and Socinus ; fince it proves both the Plurality 
of Perſons, and the Unity of Nature in God. In a Word, 


“ God was in Chrift reconciling the World to himſelf,” © 
and Chriſt was God; or, as St, John phraſes it, The 
Word was with God, and the Word was God; Equal 
to the Father, as touching his Godhead ; and inferior 10 


the Father, as touching his Manhood.” 


Againſt theſe falſe Teachers St. John particularly” cau- 
tions us, when he ſays, Believe not every Spirit, but 
try the Spirits, whether they are of God, becauſe many 
falſe Prophets are gone out into the World. Every Spirit 
which confeſſeth not Jeſus Chriſt, who is come in the 
Fleſh, is not of God: and this is that Spirit of Anti- 
chriſt, whereof ye have hears that it cometh ; and now 

| already 
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already it is in the World:.“ Of theſe alſo St. Peter makes 
mention in the ſecond chapter of his ſecond Epiſtle ; A, 
there were falſe Prophets among the People, ſo there will 
be falſe Teachers among you, who will bring in damnable 

Hereſies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themſelves ſwift Deſtruction; whoſe Judg- 
ment now of a long time lingereth not, and their Damna- 
tion ſlumbereth not.“ Of all the falſe Prophets, whoſe 
Marks I have endeavoured to point out to you, I caution 
and beſeech you chi:fly to beware of * and from fuck 
turn away. 

7. Perhaps ye deſire now to be OED whether it be 
right for you to hear any of thoſe falſe Prophets alluded to 
in this Diſcourſe ? To this Query I anſwer, that in juſtice 
ye muſt hear every man, before ye can form an opinion or 
judge of his Doctrine; but in the Words of our Lord, I 
ſay unto you, Take heed how ye hear.” He cauti- 
oned his Diſciples and Followers, indeed, to beware of the 
leaven of the Phariſees ; yet did not forbid to hear them; 
nay, he ſeems to allow them to hear, ſaying, * The 
Scribes and Phariſees fit in the Seat of Moſes, (the Seat 
of Inſtruction, ) whatſoever they bid you do, (he muſt 
mean, whatever they bid you do agreeable to the Law, 
and enforce therefrom,) that obſerve and do; but do not 
ye after their Works; for they ſay and do not.“ Even ſo I 
ſay unto you, Beware of the Leaven, the falſe Doctrine of 
our modern Phariſees, which tends to infect the Soul, as 
the leaven ſpreads in Meal ; but if they at any time exhort 
you to © ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do well ;” to repent 
and turn from all your tranſgreſſions, leſt Iniquity be your 
final Ruin; be ſure you obſerve this exhortation. 

Now 


$ 1 John iv. 1, 3. 


( 29 ) 

Now I beſeech you to join with me in praying wy” 
Lord of the Harveſt, that he would fend forth mare 4 of 
| enlightened and active Labourers into his Harveſt ; that 
he would open the Eyes of all blind /aders of the blind,” 
that he would ſhew them that broad and dangerous way 
in which they are walking themſelves, and encouraging 


others to perſevere ; leſt they . both fall into the Ditch,” 


even the Pit, out of which there is no return. May 
he enlighten their Underſtanding, diſpe] the clouds of 
Error, ſcatter the miſts of Ignorance and Superſtition 
and may 2 Ray of his Goſpel-Truth ſhine into their in- 
moſt Soul; and ſhine more and more to the perfect 
day! May he rouze all thoſe who are aſleep, faſt aſleep 
in Sin, careleſs and ſecure, ſtupidly ſecure, though they 
are juſt at the very brink of the precipice, within one ſtep 


of everlaſting Perdition! May that Voice which wakes - 
the Dead, that Th ag. "MO hy nds the Rocks, now | 

c down Fang, hardened heart; 
and may all Mankind ſoon feel, and experimentally know 
that © Peace, which paſſeth all Underſtanding,” which no | 
human Language can ſufficiently expreſs! Amen, | \ 


pierce into, and me 


OR: z4th. 1778. 
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